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Russian war, to fight Austria as Russia had promised to do in 1870. Bismarck's reply to this indiscreet question was not forthcoming until the first day of November, and was couched in guarded and non-committal terms. The reserve shown by Berlin was a blow to Gorchakov and especially to Alexander, who, like his father, thought of international relations in terms of personal loyalties and close monarchical and family ties with the House of Prussia. Bismarck, moreover, disclosed the Russian move to Andrassy, thus adding to the difficulties of the laborious Austro-Russian negotiations then in progress. These negotiations dragged on throughout the winter and led to the conclusion of two secret conventions, one military and the other political, both dated January 15, 1877, N.S., although the political convention was not actually signed until the middle of March. The military convention provided that, if Russia went to war with Turkey, Austria-Hungary was to maintain a benevolent neutrality and was not to participate in any action under the treaty of April 15, 1856, N.S.7 Russia was permitted to occupy Bulgaria; Austria was to occupy Bosnia and Herzegovina if and when she deemed this desirable. Serbia, Montenegro, and the portion of Herzegovina comprised between the two principalities were to constitute a neutral zone prohibited to Russian and Austrian troops. The second convention dealt with the political and territorial changes resulting from the war or from the dissolution of the Ottoman empire. It restated briefly the arrangements agreed upon at Reichstadt, sanctioned the annexation by Austria of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the annexation by Russia of the Bessarabian districts ceded in 1856, but did not mention any Russian acquisitions in Asiatic Turkey. The two Powers promised mutual support if the proposed territorial changes were brought before an international conference. Although the negotiations proceeded in an atmosphere of distrust bordering on hostility, which augured ill for the future, the conventions offered Russia some guarantee of Austrian neutrality in the forthcoming war.
RUSSIA'S WAR PREPARATIONS
The Serbian defeat came as a shock to Russian nationalists and panslavs, the more so because the Serbian army was commanded by a Russian general and comprised Russian volunteers. There was a loud outcry in the press and a demand for vigorous action. The most
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